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This paper describes a metalworking yard from the 3rd and early 4th century AD, which was 

excavated in 1993 in the terp settlement known as Wijnaldum-Tjitsma (NL) (Besteman et al. 

1999; Nieuwhof 2020). This site is situated in a dynamic salt-marsh landscape. We describe 

the various features that belong to the workshop and provide a micromorphological 

description of one of its components: a smithy floor. The reconstructed houses and adjacent 

metalworking yard provide data for the production of several, different metals, besides iron. 

The Wadden Sea region itself is devoid of metal ores though rich in cattle that probably 

provided surplus. The metals recovered in Wijnaldum largely come from scrap probably 

obtained through exchange with Germanic communities to the South and East and also with 

the Roman Empire. Based on the examination of the metallurgical and other traces in the 

yard, a contextual interpretation is given of the metalworking activities and the degree of 

specialisation achieved. 

The Supplementary Material presents the data on the metalworking debris found in 

Wijnaldum-Tjitsma in the metalworking yard and its immediate surroundings, also including 

the area surrounding the two adjacent houses and two ditches north of the metalworking yard. 

The data is derived from the database created by Tulp (1996).  

The data is presented in the tables by category, providing find numbers and context 

information.  
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